
 

 

Dear neighbours, I want to let you know about a scheme being set up in 

our village to keep us in touch with each other during this period of 

isolation. The scheme is called a Phone Tree and it works like this:  

I will act as the co-ordinator: anyone who would like to receive a regular 

phone call over the next few weeks and months either phone me on 

720770 or email me on revsandiebarton@gmail.com. I will match you up 

with two 'phone buddies'. The idea is you can just have a natter, or simply 

let each other know you are ok. You can decide between yourselves when 

to call and how often etc. If you have a special friend you would like to be 

linked with, that’s fine, just let me know. 

If anyone is in need of help there are volunteers in the village willing to run 

errands or offer practical help, so don’t suffer in silence - you or your buddy 

can contact me and I’ll put you in touch with someone who can help. 

The more people who join in with the phone tree the better it will work so 

do give me a call! 

Revd Canon Sandie Barton - Parish Priest of Worlington 

Worlington Pump 
April May 2020 

Worlington Community 

Phone Tree 
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Bird Talk 

I liked Rev Gordon Anderson’s piece on the possible origins of St Valentine’s day in 

the February edition of The Pump. Despite it not being the most likely origin I will 

go for the Medieval belief that by 14th February most birds have found partners for 

the breeding season. 

My own unscientific observations of our garden birds supports this view. There are 

too many tits and finches buzzing around all the time to tell whether they are in 

pairs or not but the dunnocks are a different matter. Until January I only ever saw 

one dunnock but in mid February suddenly there were two. 

They are easy to watch because they spend most of their time under one of the 

feeders scuttling in and out of the shrubbery. They make occasional forays to other 

parts of the garden but seem to be joined by an invisible thread that is no more 

than a meter long – they are certainly “an item.” However, I have mentioned before 

that the dunnock’s marital arrangements can be complicated so I must look out for 

an interloper. 

I am not sure whether the blackbirds had paired up by St Valentine’s 

day but they have been fun to watch. There are at least two males 

in the garden and I have seen three females at 

the same time. Until well past 

the middle of February the males were having 

acrobatic in-flight squabbles which appeared 

at first glance to be ferocious but in fact were 

more huff and puff than contact combat. 

Last year a pair nested in the ivy on the fence 

and I hope this will happen again so that we 

can watch their comings and goings. The cars are parked beside the fence so there 

is much mechanical and human comings and goings close to the nest but this didn’t 

seem to bother them. I like to think that this is because they know that we wish 

them no harm, but who knows? Because much of the male show fighting took place 

on the drive and the air space above it, it may be that it was a nest site rather than 

a female that was the prize at stake. 

In February the BTO (British Trust For Ornithology) 

published its latest assessment of the size of bird 

populations in the UK. I know what the results 

are likely to be but it always surprises me because it 

does not accord with what I observe in our garden, 

in the village or the countryside. Here are the top 

six – Wren 11 million pairs, Robin 7.35 million pairs, 

House Sparrow 5.3 million pairs and Woodpigeon 5.15 

million with Chaffinch and Blackbird as joint sixth with 5.05 

million each. continued on page 4 
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All Saints Church Services 

There will be no public worship at All Saints until further notice. However you can 

still join in remotely with worship with us at 11am every Sunday in any one of the 

following ways:  

1. On your PC or laptop – we will send you a link to a Zoom meeting. Simply 

click on the link and you will be able to chat to other worshippers and join 

in with hymns and prayers. 

2. If you have a smart phone or tablet, you can download an app called Zoom 

Cloud Meetings. You will then be able to join the meeting using a number 

we will give you. 

3. You can dial into the meeting using your normal phone. You won’t be able 

to see what is happening, but you will still be able to hear and we will be able 

to hear you. We will give you the number to ring beforehand. 

If you would like to know more about any of these methods, just let me know on 

revsandiebarton@gmail.com or 01638 720770 and I will give you all the details you 

need. Pictures from Mothering Sunday on page 6. 

Parish Priest Canon Sandie Barton 01638 720770 

Elder Heath Rosselli 01638 717337 

Churchwarden Mrs Shirley Reeder 01638 716096 

Treasurer Elizabeth Klingaman 01638 711642 

A prayer you may like to use at home 
 

Keep us good Lord, 

Under the shadow of your mercy 

in this time of uncertainty and distress. 

Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 

lift up all who are brought low, 

and protect those who risk their own health  

to care for others; 

that we all may rejoice in your comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us  

from your love 

Amen 
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I hardly ever see a wren and I never hear one because of poor 

hearing although other people hear them frequently; but I still 

find it surprising that they are the most populous bird by a 

long way. I also have a problem with the robin because I 

only ever see two in our garden and this year there is 

still only one. I guess the reason is that they are very 

territorial so keep intruders out. I am comfortable 

with the house sparrow because they are 

the most populous bird in our 

garden and we love having them around 

constantly. But they are on the Red List of birds 

at serious risk because of the rate of decline 

which is 70% between 1977 and 2016 which I find really distressing. 

The pigeon does not surprise me because they are ever present in the garden and 

the local area; I wish they weren’t but I suppose they are one of God’s creatures as 

well. Blackbirds and chaffinches are almost ever present and very welcome they are. 

As mentioned I see a wren only occasionally and then only in glimpses so I think of 

it as an SBB (Small Brown Bird) with a cocky tail. But for about two weeks in early 

February I was treated to prolonged close quarter views of the elusive bird. At the 

bottom of the large elm tree outside our kitchen window is an untidy pile of twigs 

and leaves which attracted the attention of a wren which flitted about engagingly 

pecking at insects in the pile, on the wall and on the bark of the tree; at times it 

reminded me of a tree creeper. 

I now realise that to think of it as a SBB is a massive aesthetic insult - they are 

gorgeous! The eyes are jet black, the bill (is it the most pointed of all birds?) is 

black/brown but bright yellow when open, which it often is as it sings a lot; the 

main body is subtle shades of brown and near white while on the upper parts of the 

wing is a delicate zig zag of dark and light brown; the lower wing has four or five 

rows of a pronounced brown and white brick wall pattern. The distinct cocked tail 

adds a unique dimension to this charming little bird.  Don MacBean 

continued from page 2 

Churchyard Wild Flowers - Update 

On March 7th the weather finally allowed us to prepare a 

decent sized patch for sowing. My neighbour Lewis Harvey 

and his father, John, did the rotovating while Steve Foster and 

Lewis’ ten year old son, Oliver, did the raking with Joan 

Mortlock observing and advising. We are grateful to all for 

their work but particularly to John whose rotovator we used. 

We invite anyone (no gardening skill or knowledge needed) to grow some plug 

plants to go into the patch. Please phone Joan on 01638 713751 to get seeds, 

compost and plug trays [ed—subject to  appropriate social distancing]     Don MacBean 
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Worlington Parish Council 

Members of the Parish Council 2020-21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Clerk 

Mrs Vicky Bright Tel: 07712 232920 

3 Scott Avenue, Mildenhall, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk IP28 7LT 

Email: worlingtonparishcouncil@live.com 

Parish Council Website: www.worlington.onesuffolk.net 

Parish Council Meeting Dates 

Following on from the Government’s announcement on Monday 16th March, 

together with the guidance from Public Health England and West Suffolk Council & 

SALC, in relation to COVID-19, the Council has made the decision to postpone all 

meetings until further notice. 

Once further guidance is received from Central Government & NALC we will be in 

a better position to advise how the Parish Council will hold meetings and carry out 

its statutory duties. Details will follow regarding the Annual Parish Meeting and the 

Annual Parish Council meeting in May. 

Apologies for any inconvenience. 

Cllr. Nick Foster (Chair) el_fozzo69@hotmail.com 

Cllr. Ken Lucas (Vice-chair) ken14lucas@gmail.com 

Cllr. Steve Foster fozbuck51@hotmail.com 

Cllr. Peter Merrick peter.merrick123@btinternet.com 

Cllr. Alan Marshall alanwmarshall@googlemail.com 

Cllr. Lesley Osborne lesleyosborne37@gmail.com 

Advertising Rates 

£60 per ½ page per annum 

£30 per ¼ page per annum 

Contacts for the Pump 

Ellen Clowes  01638 712043 

 ellen.clowes@btinternet.com 

Rob Garry 01638 715611 

 pump@worlington.org.uk 

Date for copy for the next edition by: Friday 22nd May. Please send articles to 

pump@worlington.org.uk or ellen.clowes@btinternet.com. Thanks. 

mailto:worlingtonparishcouncil@live.com
http://www.worlington.onesuffolk.net
mailto:el_fozzo69@hotmail.com
mailto:ken14lucas@gmail.com
mailto:Fozbuck51@hotmail.com
mailto:Peter.merrick123@btinternet.com
mailto:alanwmarshall@googlemail.com
mailto:lesleyosborne37@gmail.com
mailto:ellen.clowes@btinternet.com
mailto:pump@worlington.org.uk
mailto:pump@worlington.org.uk
mailto:ellen.clowes@btinternet.com
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Little Lambs Online 

If you have little ones at home you may like to know that I will be singing nursery 

rhymes and telling a story live via Facebook every Friday at 11am. This was initially 

for the Little Lambs Baby and Toddler Group at St 

Peter’s West Row while they are unable to meet 

physically, but all are welcome and it also remains 

available as a short video. I don’t 

claim great expertise and I won’t be 

giving up my day job, but it is a bit of 

fun! You can find the live stream in 

the Little Lambs Baby and Toddler 

group and the video version on the 

Lark and Lee Parishes group.  Sandie. 

Hi-Tech Mothering Sunday 
Service March 22nd 

Thanks to the ingenuity  of 

Worlington resident Julian Campbell, 

members of at least 10 local villages 

gathered for video-conference 

worship led by Canon Sandie Barton 

and beamed from All Saints on 

Mothering Sunday. See page 3 for 

information on how to join in on 

future Sundays. 

Churchyard - Metal Detecting 

Some of you will know that many years ago the church yard was the site for the 

village market and such places can be good for finding old metal objects. The base 

of the old market cross can still be seen beside the path to the east of the church. 

Prior to the rotovating Steve and Nick Foster ran their metal detector over the 

area and found some old bits of metal plus some trinkets of probably Victorian 

origin, they will be on display in the church when it eventually reopens. Steve and 

Nick have kindly offered to go over the whole church yard and we will display any 

other items of interest. If we could turn up another Mildenhall Treasure our 

financial future would be secured!                                                  Don MacBean 
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P.R.E. HEATING 

SERVICES  
Registered Heating and 

Plumbing Engineers    

Oil and Gas Boiler Servicing, 
repairs and installation. 

 Fully guaranteed 

Free quotations  

Contact Phil Evans on: 

07500 800441 or 01638 721343 

preheatingservices@gmail.com  
  

mailto:preheatingservices@gmail.com
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K R Sheen 

Roofing Services 

Mildenhall Suffolk 

• Roof Repairs 

• Chimneys 

• Guttering 

• Leadwork 

• Chalk/Flint Wall Specialist 

Tel: 01638 510152 

Mob: 07867 568225 

E-mail: bazsheen@hotmail.com 

29 Mulberry Close 

Mildenhall 

IP28 7LL 

CG MOLE CATCHING 

From residential gardens to large 

commercial  sites,  CG  Mole 

Catching  can  provide  the 

effective and efficient answer to 

your mole problem.  

Registered  with  the  BTMR,  all 

work  is  fully  insured,  please 

contact Ed Lubbock for details: 

07910 019716 

edward.lubbock@btinternet.com 
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WINDOWS, DOORS  & CONSERVATORIES LTD 

• UPVC Windows & Doors 

• Aluminium Windows 

• Composite Doors 

• Bi fold Doors 

• Conservatories/Porches 

• Family Run Business 

• 25 Years Experience 

Call Gary 07889 769131 or 

01638 717448 

www.gwwindowsdoorssuffolk.co.uk 
Charles Melrose Close, Mildenhall, Suffolk IP28 7BA 

 

tel: 01638 711642 | mobile: 07946 527414 

email: contact@blackbirdaccountancy.co.uk 
www.blackbirdaccountancy.co.uk 

Blackbird Accountancy is a very personal 
accountancy firm. Elizabeth Klingaman 

provides a confidential account and taxation 

service to small and medium-sized businesses 
and private individuals. 
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DOG WALKING 

PET SITTING 

HOUSE SITTING 

Experience with and not limited to: 

• Dogs (large and small) 

• Cats 

• Chickens, rabbits and other 

small rodents 

Please call Cassandra Wilson on 

01638 718014 

07872 456011 

References available 

LBM Plumbing and Heating 
Luke Monksfield 

07900 374504 

Oil & Gas Boiler Serving 

Breakdowns & Maintenance. 

Oil and Gas Installations. 

Gas landlord Certificates. 

Gas Safe including LPG 

Natural Gas Registered. 

Bathrooms, Plan, Design and 

Installation. 

Fully Insured. 

Free no Obligation Quotations and 

Honest Advice.  

303274 

D.J.SHEEN 

fine quality decorator 
EST 1989 

07766 763642 
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ABSOLUTE  FENCING 
OF  MILDENHALL 

Fencing, Landscaping, 

Decking, Patios, Drives 

Call Rob on 07727 629669 

absolutefences@gmail.com 

www.absolute-fencing.com 

  
Domestic Cleaning & Ironing Service 

Established May 2006 

At Suffolk Maids we use our register of 
reliable local housekeepers to provide 
cleaning and ironing services to homes 

regularly each week. 

Personal Housekeeper 
Unique Security System 

Fully Insured 

All for less than £11 per hour. 

For further information please call:   

01284 811777 
Visit our website at: 

www.suffolkmaids.co.uk 
Use ‘Text Back’: 07521 644373 

D.G.FIELD 
Property Maintenance Ltd 

 

Household and Commercial Maintenance 
 

Carpentry   Kitchens & Bathrooms Tiling   Flooring   Decorating 

General household fixtures, fittings and repairs 

Fencing & Gates    Decking 

Sheds erected/repaired 
 

All interior & exterior home improvements undertaken 

Free, no obligation quotations 
 

No job too small. Phone for friendly & helpful advice 

Phone:  01638 712290 
Mobile: 07768 793545 

(Worlington, Suffolk) 

mailto:absolutefences@gmail.com
https://www.absolute-fencing.com/

